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Outline
Cultural landscapes have developed through human ac�vi�es aimed at providing 
food, raw materials and shelter. Social and economic changes are pu�ng them 
under mul�ple pressures: abandonment and land use intensifica�on are trends 
affec�ng cultural landscapes in many regions. Loss of biodiversity, of ecosystem 
func�ons and of essen�al contribu�ons to human well-being are the consequence.

The responses to these trends are necessarily complex, ranging from legal tools to 
incen�ve-based schemes and from reviving tradi�onal management systems to 
developing novel approaches with new actors becoming involved in maintaining 
cultural landscapes.

In this webinar, we will use the Global Assessment Report adopted by the 
Intergovernmental Pla�orm on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) in 2019 
as a star�ng point to discuss pa�erns of change in cultural landscapes. We will 
explore how scien�fic informa�on in combina�on with tradi�onal and local 
knowledge can contribute to sustainable solu�ons to the mul�ple challenges for 
cultural landscapes. We will focus in par�cular on the development of stakeholder 
networks to support their implementa�on.

We invite researchers and prac��oners involved in studying and managing cultural 
landscapes to join the webinar. Contribu�ons to the discussion during the webinar 
are welcome. We further invite contribu�ons to a special issue on the topic of 
cultural landscapes in the journal Land:
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Programme
Cultural landscapes: science, policy and prac�ce
 Stefan Hotes & Tomohiro Ichinose
Cultural landscapes from the perspec�ve of the IPBES Global Assessment
 Josef Settele
Building the Open-ended Network of IPBES Stakeholders
 Flore Lafaye de Micheaux & Marie Stenseke
Biocultural protocols to help in protec�ng local knowledge about landscape 
management and par�cular species
 Yesenia Hernández
Working with stakeholders to maintain cultural landscapes - a decade of efforts by the 
Satoyama Ini�a�ve
 Maiko Nishi
Impact of historical cultural landscape ownership on the management of Na�onal 
Protected Areas in West Africa 
 Brice Sinsin
Applying scien�fic knowledge for the sustainable management of cultural landscapes - 
the case of the muyong-payoh system in the Ifugao region of Luzon, Philippines 
 Damasa Macandog
Discussion: Can modern lifestyles support tradi�onal landscapes?  
 Facilitators: Flore Lafaye de Micheaux, Stefan Hotes
Summary & Outlook 
 Flore Lafaye de Micheaux, Maiko Nishi, Stefan Hotes

Cultural Landscapes

h�ps://www.mdpi.com/journal/land/special_issues/cultural_landscapes



- studies how ecosystems and people interact, focusing on wetlands, 
agricultural areas and forests. The purpose of the research is to find 
sustainable development pathways for cultural landscapes that take the 
resilience of social-ecological systems into account.
- heads the Laboratory of Applied Landscape Ecology at the Faculty of 
Science and Engineering, Chuo University, Tokyo, Japan

- conducts research on ecological network planning methods in ci�es, 
landscape changes in suburban and rural areas, depopula�on and aging 
problem in remote areas of Japan. 
- is professor at Faculty of Environment and Informa�on Studies, Keio 
University, Shonan Fujisawa Campus, Fujisawa, Japan.

- focuses on the interface of land use, climate and biological diversity. He 
was co-chair of the Global Assessment of IPBES, contributed to the IPBES 
Asia-Pacific and Pollina�on Assessments, and he was Coordina�ng Lead 
Author of the 5th Assessment Report of Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change - IPCC.
- heads the Department of Conserva�on Biology and Social-Ecological 
Systems at the UFZ – Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research in 
H a l l e / G e r m a n y ,  a n d  i s  p r o f e s s o r  o f  e c o l o g y  a t  t h e  
Mar�n-Luther-University of Halle-Wi�enberg.

- has +20 year experience in sustainable development policies, focusing 
on water and flood management as well as ecosystem restora�on. She 
holds a PhD in Poli�cal Ecology (University of Lausanne) and has worked 
in Ethopia, France and India.
- is IPBES Programme Officer at the IUCN Secretariat in Switzerland where 
she is in charge of strengthening science-policy interfaces for biodiversity 
through the IUCN-IPBES strategic partnership. She has played a key role in 
the formaliza�on of the open-ended network of IPBES Stakeholders 
(ONet). 

- works on biocultural protocols and territory governance for indigenous 
peoples and local communi�es. Her presenta�on focuses on biocultural 
landscapes and biocultural protocols as a tool for understanding and 
protec�ng local knowledge about landscape management and par�cular 
species.
- is affiliated with the NGO “Rueda de Medicina” as well as several UN 
organiza�ons including IPBES, the UNESCO World Heritage Conven�on 
and the Women and Biodiversity Caucus of the Conven�on on Biological 
Diversity.

- studies social-ecological system governance, local and regional planning 
and agricultural land policy. In par�cular, her interest lies in mul�-level 
governance,  landscape approaches,  land tenure and use,  and 
subjec�vi�es of ins�tu�onal actors in governing natural resources. 
- works as a research fellow for the Interna�onal Satoyama Ini�a�ve at 
United Na�ons University Ins�tute for the Advanced Study of 
Sustainability (UNU-IAS).

- studies the link between Protected Areas (PA) gaze�ment issues and 
local communi�es who claim rights as key actors in the process of 
management of PA established in their locali�es, and so far their 
ownership as first beneficiaries of the related job opportuni�es even if 
PAs are of na�onal concern.
- is the Director of the Laboratory of Applied Ecology, University of 
Abomey-Calavi, Republic of Benin.

- conducts research on land use change and its impacts on biodiversity 
and hydrologic balance, biodiversity informa�on systems, ecological 
carrying capacity of freshwater lakes, mangrove ecosystem services in 
coastal hazard mi�ga�on and marine plas�c li�er.
- is professor of Plant Ecology, Ins�tute of Biological Sciences, University 
of the Philippines Los Baños.
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Marie Stenseke
-  focuses on biodivers ity,  nature conserva�on and landscape 
management from a social science perspec�ve. Marie is also co-chair of 
the Mul�disciplinary Expert Panel of IPBES. She led the ini�a�ve to create 
the Social Sciences and Humani�es Network within the open-ended 
network of IPBES Stakeholders (ONet).
- is a full professor in human geography and deputy dean at the School of 
business, economics and law, University of Gothenburg, Sweden.


